
Christmas 2018 

Dear friends and benefactors, 
 
This year, my annual letter is under the theme 
"Angel". The idea was given to me by Nina and 
Johannes Brenner, who prepared this year Angels 
in support of  St. Kizito Hospital Matany. Johannes 
is a plumber and together with friends changed 
part of the roof of their home parish church and 
used the iron sheets to make Angels. 
(see: www.brenner-tannhausen.de/Engel) 
 

 
 
"If I close my eyes tight, then I can see your 
wings". In the film by Swedish author and director 
Kay Pollak "As It Is in heaven", the young and fun-
loving Lena says that to Daniel, whom she fell in 
love with. She wants to express her inner 
relationship with this man with this external 
observation: You are an angel for me! - 
To discover an angel in the people I love - that 
does not seem to be anything special. But Lena 
goes even further, because she says: "I can 
already discover these wings with some people. 
And if I practice diligently, I can see them at any 
one time! " 
 
In the Bible, angels are the messengers of God. 
They indicate His helping and healing closeness. 
They are responsible for the things that are not so 
obvious, are ambassadors of another, deeper 
reality. That God actually wants to be close to me  

through my counterpart is not always obvious at 
the first glance. To discover this, I have to make 
an effort. I have to look behind the masks of the 
other, I have to learn to appreciate his strengths, I 
also have to be patient with his weaknesses. In 
short: I have to squint like Lena and look very 
carefully. 
 

It is probably a lifelong task to practice the attitude 
of an "angel - discoverer". But it pays off: whoever 
makes this effort, will gradually live in a world that 
is getting richer and richer in angels - and thus 
also getting closer and closer to God. Of course, 
this does not solve all the problems that arise in 
the coexistence of people. It does not release you 
from dealing with the others by simply calling 
them an angel. But it will have consequences in 
our relationships. In mutual esteem one can also 
better deal with disagreements and differences. 
  

Several months have passed since my last 
newsletter during this summer of 2018. Once 
again I had to go to Germany, where the metal in 
my pelvis and in my left tibia was removed in the 
"BWK" Ulm. Afterwards, I undertook a tour 
together with Dr. John Bosco Nsubuga, our 
Medical Superintendent, whom I had invited to 
Germany for 16 days, as a thank you and incen-
tive for his wonderful service at Matany, especially 
during my long absence last year. - We visited 
also Dr. Emanuela in Mantova-Grazie. She took 
us to her Parish Church, a Shrine of Our Lady. 
She narrated that people with various illnesses 
would come as pilgrims looking for healing just as 
our patients have this inner conviction that they 
will find healing in Matany.  
In Oct/Nov a cancer screening campaign was 
carried out which was well attended. This was 
again a sign, how Matany gives hope to those 
affected. 

Our goats had off-springs. Lotte gave birth on the 
5th of August to the little buck Lorot and Fleck on 
the 8th of October to Finn, also a little male goat. 
The two are healthy and thrive magnificently. We 
can already deliver some milk to the malnourished 
children. 
 

 
 
In October, Dr. John Bosco and I participated in a 
workshop in Kampala where all representatives of 
the 32 Catholic hospitals in Uganda were present. 
We also got our accreditation again. With 95.8%, 
or 5 stars of the possible rating, we were together 
with Angal and Nsambya Hospital the best. That 
was very encouraging and pleasing. This is only 
possible because in the Hospital we work well 
together as a team. ... 
 

 
 



In November we had a visit from the office of the 
Prime Minister (OPM) and the District officials. 
The representatives wanted to see for themselves 
the renovation work at the Nursing and Midwifery 
Training School and were very impressed by what 
they saw. Also, two nursing students have 
thanked for the partial financing of their school 
fees. Fred had made it very personal and I 
realized again how much we help young people 
with their education that otherwise would have had 
no chance in life. His briefly described life story, 
which I already knew, made me once again very 
reflective. Jennifer, the second spokesperson, 
said that without the initial sponsorship from the 
Hospital she would not have had the opportunity 
to complete her education. 
 

 
 
Educational support is very important to us at the 
Hospital. We send skilful nurses and other staff to 
further training. Currently there are two doctors 
specializing in Kampala. One becomes a 
gynaecologist and the second a surgeon. In 
November Dr. Paul joined us in Matany, who 
completed his specialisation as a surgeon. 
 

Certainly we also have plans for the new year. 
The renovation of the library of the Nursing and 
Midwifery Training School has to start. The 

surgical and medical wards are urgently in need 
of a new coat of paint. With the help of the carol 
singers from Scheffau / Allgäu we can buy a 
second greenhouse. 
 

 
 
There is also a need for some acquisitions, such 
as Children and Maternity Ward equipment, the 
introduction of orthopaedic surgery, a new 
hospital washing machine, an infectious material 
and plastic incinerator, another instrument 
sterilizer, a four-wheel drive vehicle for our 
Primary Health Care services, etc. 
 

As you can perceive, we need many Guardian 
Angels to help us getting the equipment so that 
we can better serve our patients. 
 

To all of you a blessed Christmas, and for the 
New Year every now and then the ability to 
discover angels in everyday life. 
 
 

                      Yours  Br. Günther and Team 
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